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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the problems in the use of
natural resources that affect community ways of life, and 2) to determine the
guidelines in order to solve the problems.

This methodology of the research is qualitative. The data collection in this
study was carried out in group discussions with the 21 local people in 3 communities
namely: Ban Lang, Ban Klang, and Ban TaPong in Muang District, Rayong Province.
Each group discussion consisted of a local leader and knowledgeable people who
have lived in the community and migrated to the community in order to work in that
area.

The results revealed that in each community there were 3 problems which
resulted from of the use of natural resources: namely: soil problem, water resource
problem, and forest problem. Moreover, these problems could be seen 4 in the time of
the communities’ ways of life and culture as follows.

1) Beginning stage : The problems arise from destroying forest in the area
that is the source of water. The soil cannot keep water any longer. The repetition of
cultivating is also one of the factors making soil salty.The surface of soil is not
suitable for cultivating.

2) Expansion stage: The problems arising from using forest that is the source
of water caused water run in the wrong way. The number of people living in this area
increased guickly. Moreover, the repetition of cultivating damaged value of soil.

3) Changing stage: The people of each community have changed their living
from  growing rice to gardening and trading. For gardening, they use chemical
fertilizer in place of using organic biofertilizer. The use of chemical fertilizer to
support the flowers and fruits caused the problem to the soil and drinking water.
Another problem that has been found in the community is that the factories have
damaged soil, water and forest and some capitalists and willagers cut dawn the
trees in that area.

4) Network stage : 3 communities have not had their own organization
network to look after soil, water and forest. They are helped by the government and
some local organizations.

The suggestions are 1) communities should build their learning networks
about Thai wisdom, 2) organizations should be established by communities in order to
preserve their soil, water, and forest,3) local people should have the forest protection
rights. 4) Department of science field should advice communities about advantages
and disadvantages of chemical substance or organic fertilizer.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the problems in the use of
natural resources that affect community ways of life, and 2) to determine the
guidelines in order to solve the problems.

This methodology of the research is qualitative. The data collection in this
study was carried out in group discussions with the 21 local people in 3 communities
namely: Ban Lang, Ban Klang, and Ban TaPong in Muang District, Rayong Province.
Each group discussion consisted of a local leader and knowledgeable people who
have lived in the community and migrated to the community in order to work in that
area.

The results revealed that in each community there were 3 problems which
resulted from of the use of natural resources: namely: soil problem, water resource
problem, and forest problem. Moreover, these problems could be seen 4 in the time of
the communities’ ways of life and culture as follows.

1) Beginning stage : The problems arise from destroying forest in the area
that is the source of water. The soil cannot keep water any longer. The repetition of
cultivating is also one of the factors making soil salty.The surface of soil is not
suitable for cultivating.

2) Expansion stage: The problems arising from using forest that is the source
of water caused water run in the wrong way. The number of people living in this area
increased guickly. Moreover, the repetition of cultivating damaged value of soil.

3) Changing stage: The people of each community have changed their living
from  growing rice to gardening and trading. For gardening, they use chemical
fertilizer in place of using organic biofertilizer. The use of chemical fertilizer to
support the flowers and fruits caused the problem to the soil and drinking water.
Another problem that has been found in the community is that the factories have
damaged soil, water and forest and some capitalists and willagers cut dawn the
trees in that area.

4) Network stage : 3 communities have not had their own organization
network to look after soil, water and forest. They are helped by the government and
some local organizations.

The suggestions are 1) communities should build their learning networks
about Thai wisdom, 2) organizations should be established by communities in order to
preserve their soil, water, and forest,3) local people should have the forest protection
rights. 4) Department of science field should advice communities about advantages
and disadvantages of chemical substance or organic fertilizer.





