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Abstract

reference of the prese se with simple and progressive aspects represented the
most accessible deictic time spans for all groups, followed by the past tense with the
simple aspect. The past time reference with the perfect progressive aspect appeared to
have been the most difficult to conceptualize for NNSs. With regard to
conceptualizations of aspectual properties, within-group and across-group variations
were greater, suggesting that aspect is more persistently problematic than time
reference. Again, aspectual property of the perfect progressive in the past tense was
the most difficult to access for NNSs. The results further suggested that discourse

context and the semantic meaning of verb play a crucial role in the conceptualizations

of tense and aspect.





