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Abstract

There are two part of the research on “Resource Purchase of Academic
Libraries: An Econornic Analysis”. The first part examines the relationship between
the size of library collections and prestige of universities, which _is quéntitative
analysis using log-linear regression model. 26 samples of universities have been
selected by the Times Higher Education Supplement (THES) ranking in 2005. The
regression results confirm that expanding library coliections (both library volume and

serial collections) contribute significantly to prestige of universities.

The purpose of the second part is to describe how academic library
collections are selected and purchased. Samples of 5 public academic libraries
which are 1) Office of the University Library, Kasetsart University, 2) Center of
Academic Resourses, Chulalongkorn University, 3) Thammasat University Libraries,
4) Ramkhamhaeng University Library, and 5) Central Library, Srinakharinwiroj
University. Also including 5 private academic libraries which are 1) Surat
Osathanugrah Library, Bangkok University, 2) Dhurakij Pundit University Library, 3)
Rangsit University Library, 4) Sripatum University Labrary, and 5) Central Library,

University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.




The findings on the resource purchases of academic libraries are: Not only
the public university libraries, but also the private university libraries have the same
mission in supporting teaching and research. But there are differences in source of
Incomes-the public university library earnings come from government budget and
library fee per student, while some libraries receive extra subsidies from universities.
However, the private umivérsity library earnings directly come from one source-the

university budget.

How to select collections is not different among libraries, but the procedures
of book selection and serial selection are different such that serial selection is more
complicate than book selection. General procedures of resource purchase among
libraries are not different. Only difference in payment authorities, the public university
libraries are authorized by library directors, while the private university libraries by

financial division of universities.

Problems in resource selection procédure-s are: Selectors demand rapidly
book service after selection; Instructors are not ihterested INn DookK aeléction; Selection
from catalog, selectors can not examine the content of the book: Space limitation for
book fair. Problems of resource acquisition are: Books are not acquired because of
publisher out of stock; retail stores send incorrect edition: Interh'ational publish.ers' do
not have vendors in Thailand. Besides, there are problems of budget limitation for

purchase, misunderstood of selectors on catalog selection and solution manual

request.






