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ABSTRACT.

This research which is both quantitative and qualitative studies the reasons and
data attributes of Thai companies listed in the Stock Exchange of Thailand during the
period of 2014-2015. The purpose of this study is to examine why companies restated
their financial statements and the data profile of such companies. A comparison is
made between companies that restate due to policy change and error correction in
terms of size and profitability. In addition, it analyzes the underlying cause of
companies that restate due to error corrections. Further, it provides recommendation to
examine the real cause of the error in financial statements in three industries:
Resources, Technology, and Finance. Altogether there are 45 companies in these
three industries during the period of 2014-2015 constituting a sample population of 139
firm years. Research methodology includes analyses of financial statements and a
regression model determining correlation of pertinent variables, and conducting an
interview with a certified public accountant having experience in auditing Thai listed
companies.

Research findings attribute the primary reason during the past two years for the
restatement of the sample companies to change in accounting standards, followed by
the change in accounting policy as the second most frequently found reason. Upon
analyzing the association between size and profitability on firms that restate due to
change in accounting policy and error correction, more large firms with operating loss
than profitable large firms restate their financial statements. Error correction was
relatively pervasive in companies with large operating losses. Such information was
most prevalent in the financial information of the subsidiaries. The operating profit gives

rise to higher growth. A firm with high growth will lessen restatement due to error.



Hence, firms with operating loss tend to give rise to restatement owing to error
correction. This finding is consistent with previous studies that suggest an inverse
correlation between size and profitability. Larger firms with operating loss tend to have
more error corrections than smaller firms with operating profit.

The result of this study indicates that smaller firms were found more frequently
than larger firms in restatement due to change in accounting standard. In addition,
more small firms than large firms were found to restate because of error correction.
Furthermore, firms with operating loss were found to have more financial restatement
due to change in accounting policy and error correction than firms with operating profit.
Also, attributes of data in financial restatement because of correction of error vary with
the majority from the subsidiaries.

This research on the reasons and data attributes finds that four companies
restated because of error correction and these are small companies. The result
indicates that the listed companies in the Thai Stock Exchange have high quality of
financial statements. However, the companies with restatement due to error corrections
are mostly from the subsidiaries. The researcher would like to suggest to the related
parties involved which include auditors, internal auditors, government agencies, audit
committee to monitor the subsidiaries more closely. Future research will study whether

the investors react to the three different causes of restatements differently,
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Model Summary

Adjusted R | Std. Error of
Model R R Square Square the Estimate
1 .860° .740 220 7.37728E6

a. Predictors: (Constant), mb58, pl58

ANOVA®
Sum of
Model Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 1.550E14 2 7.751E13 1.424 510°
Residual 5.442E13 1 5.442E13
Total 2.094E14 3
a. Predictors: (Constant), mb58, pl58
b. Dependent Variable: res58
Coefficients®
Standardized
Unstandardized Coefficients | Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 1748232.265 1.812E7 .096 .939
pl58 88883.785 75473.760 .633 1.178 448
mb58 -6448149.616| 4242292.212 -.817 -1.520 370

a. Dependent Variable: res58
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