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Abstract

This survey study was conducted to examine, : a) the awareness of youth in Bangkok
and boundaries towards the message related to ecotourism, :b) the youth’s preferences .
in ecotourism traveling,: ¢) the influence of gender and education level on selecting
activities and travel destinations related to ecotourism. The study also compared, : a)
opinions of youth ecotourists with different education levels with motivation towards
the decision ot taking ecotourism trips and,: b) the education levels and marketing mix
influencing the decision of taking ecotourism travel.

Questionnaires were used to collect the data from the respondents with variety of
education levels including high school, vocational education, and undergraduate and
1,208 questicnnaires were returned to the researcher. The findings indicated that mass
media served as the major source of information related to ecotourism. Television was
ranked as the most important medium in informing them about the ecotourism travel
and taking the trips, followed by magazines, journals and newspapers. The majority
of the youth was aware of the meaning of ecotourism by defining it as a form of
traveling with the emphasis on environmental conservation while they were not
realized that ecotourism referred to a form of traveling with the activities causing

the least negative impact on the natural-based sites.

The results on the preference of youth in taking ecotourism trip indicated that the
majority of all surveyed had direct experiences with ecotourism and they ranked
beaches as their most favorite destination. Youth ecotourists preferred to travel during
the school break in the winter month with the expenditure of lower tham?2 ,000 baht
per visit while the minority of youth travelers indicated that their spending were
ranging from 4,001 to 6,000 bath per one trip. The respondents had the maximum
length of stay of 3 nights while some were taking a one-night journey as the minimum
of trip duration. In terms of the party composition, it was found that most youth
ecotourists iraveled in groups with their friends to visit sea-based sites. Natural sites
served as the most important motivation drawing the youth to ecotourism travel while
recreational activities were rated the least important. The majority of respondents
was seeking an experience with adventurous and physically challenging activities.
They ranked trekking as the most preferred activities with such complementary
activities as rubber rafting and bamboo rafting.

T'he decision making process of taking ecotourism trips began with being informed
about the message related to ecotourism by mass media and personal contacts. If
uninformed by the mass media, youth ecotourists, first, did the self-searching of the




]

information concerning ecotourism sites, followed by taking the trip without
antecedent information, making self-observation from direct experience and
repeating the trip. Most ecotourists were seeking pleasure from doing such
complementary activities as trekking, diving and mountain climbing. They agreed
that the marketing mix especially the travel sites with natural beauty and their

securlty system influenced them to take ecotourism trips.

It has been suggested that no relationship was found between gender differentiation
and decision to choose the top-tree lists of eco-tourism travel sites including beaches,
waterfalls and mountains. However, the findings indicated that the education levels
correspended with ecotourism of water-basted sites such as beaches and waterfalls.
The education levels did not parallel with mountain-based sites. Also, gender
differentiation did not relate to such ecotourism activities as trekking, diving and
cave viewing. However, the education level had significant impact on selecting
specific activities including cave viewing while no relationship was found between
the education level and certain activities including trekking and diving.

There were multiple motivations and reasons for ecotourism travels. To compare

the motivations of youth in making decision on taking the trip, the survey indicated
the following results:

Physics and psychology

The youth ecotourists with their variety in education level possessed different opinions
towards their need in visiting natural sites.

Culture and education

There seemed to be a split of opinions among youth travelers in terms of their interests
in learning about art and culture and their interests in natural conservation.

Society

All surveyed respondents with their variety in education had different viewpoints on
social benefit of, :a) socializing with friend and traveling, : b) visiting relatives and
traveling and, : ¢) family get together and traveling.

Entertainment and pleasure

The attitudes of the respondents in high school and those in undergraﬁuate study
varied in terms of the benefit-sought for pleasure from complementary activities of
ecotourism and for being entertained from participating in recreational activities
during the trip.

Marketing mix factors were dynamic in influencing the decision for ecotourism travels.
To compare the factors in the marketing mix such as products, price, place and
promotion in influencing the decision making of youth travelers in this market, it was
found that the youth with high school education and those with undergraduate degrees
had different opinions towards the natural sites. Youth ecotourists were more likely
to choose either accommodation in resort style with equipped facilities or camping to
unite with the nature in addition to having tour guides advising them on ecotourism
sites. Also, youth travelers with high school education and those with undergraduate
degrees were disagreed that the cost for purchasing a package tour was less expensive
than that of self-arranging trip. In terms of the channel of distribution, all surveyed
had different opinions towards the tour agencies providing full services. They also
disagreed in the aspect of promotional activities such as holding a press conference
promoting ecotourism sites and word-of-mouth way of communications.
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