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The Requirement of Foreign Languages of Buddhist Temples in Bangkok
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Abstract

The research entitled “The Requirement of Foreign Languages of Buddhist Temples in
Bangkok” was a quantitative and qualitative study with its objectives to investigate the
requirement of foreign languages of tourist attraction temples in Bangkok and to study topics and
contents in guiding tourists to visit the tourist attraction temples in Bangkok. The data were
collected through questionnaires from the abbots and / or the temple personnel whose duty was
related to tourists visiting 9 temples in Bangkok: Wat Kanlayanamit, Wat Chanasongkhram, Wat
Bovornivesvihar, Wat Phrachetuphon vimolmanghararam, Wat Phrasrirattanasasadaram, Wat
Rakhangkhositaram, Wat Suthatthepvararam, Wat Saket and Wat Arunrajavararam, and 5
questionnaires were used to collect the data from each temple, and interviewed 5 certified tourist
guides leading tourists to visit any one of the 9 temples to confirm the results of quantitative data
analysis.

The results of the study found that the foreign language most needed for all 9 temples was
English followed by Chinese, Japanese and Korean respectively. Direction signs, signs giving
details of places in the temples, signs for rules and regulations in temple visit, temple brochures,
and scripts for temple backgrounds and introducing significant places in the temples all need to be
made and displayed in English.

Topics and contents in guiding the temple visit of the 9 temples were composed of an
explanation in visiting the ordination hall, the principal Buddha image, mural paintings,
constructions in Buddha Vasa area, sacred places or objects in the temples, buying Buddhist sacred

objects, and giving general information.
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