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ABSTRACT

This classroom action research investigated the courses in General Education
Division in which low achievers failed in each semester, Therefore, the purposes of
thisstudy were 1) to find out the causes for students' low achicvement in studying
those courses and  2) to find out a way to improve their achievcment. The
hypothesis was that students' low achievement was students who have different
personal charactor have no significant difference in low achievcment. The
sample of this study wcre 164 Dhurakijpundit University undergraduate students
who repeated 10 courses offered in General Education Division in Summer Session of
the academic year 2002. Questionnaire and interview were utilized as research
instruments for data collection.

The findings were that in Part 1 : Student backhround, 53 pcrcent of the
respondents was male and 47 percent was female. The courscs which students
repeated most werc Thal Language SKills, freshmen were the largest number of

- repeaters 52 percents of the students repeated the courses because of being unable to
pass the final exam and 27 pereent of the students wanted to regrade their D + or D
For Part 2, Causes affecting low acadeinic achievement of the studcnts The
comparison of the factors affecting fhe students' low academic achievement in
10 courses classified by sex, classand rcason fcr regrading revealed that the
students” personal charactcristies resulted in achievermncnt which is slightly
different.

Part three concerning studcnts'opinions of upgrading thcir achievemen: from
grade ¢ and up. It was found out that what students considered the first priority was
arrempting to regularly classattending. The next priorities were submitting homework
as schedulcd, writing as many reports as they could, paying much attcntion to thcir
study by attentively listening to the lecture and taking notes and systematically sctting

their study plans. The studcnts wished their teachers to pay much ancntion and givs

more moral suppart to them




The suggestions in this research sbould be applied into teaching plan and

learning procedures, adjusting classroom activities and teaching methodsto serve the

course syllabus and learners so that students' learning achievement can beimproved.
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