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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this qualitative research, “An Analysis of Thai Language Use in Thai Daily

Newspaper Headlines” were to investigate the Thai Language use in Thai daily newspaper headlines

and to find the factors pertaining to the language which Thai daily newspapers used for creating news
headlines. The analysis of language use was divided into two parts whjcﬁ included the examinﬁtian of
linguistic structure and vocabulary including expressions used in Thai language. The sources of
information studied in this research were two major groups of Thai newspaper-180 news headlines
from the popular newspapers such as Thai Rath , Daily News and Khao Sod and 120 news headlines
from the quality newspapers such as Matichon and Krungthep Thurakij. The number of news headlines

was 300 1n total. Another aspect of this analysis was the investigation of the factors relating to the

language use in news headlines.

The data analysis was conducted through Content Analysis and percentage including the

interview of newspaper editors and authorities concerned with news headline writing.

It was found out that the popular newspapers used more verbal phrases than any other kinds
of word to begin their news headlines and such words were usually slangs and overrated words to
attract the reader’s attention in order to bring about vivid pictures and reflect the atmosphere of the
news. In contrast, the quality newspapers preferred noun phrases to be used in their news headlines.
With respect to use of sentences, it was revealed that the preference of news headlines which both
groups of newspaper utilized were sentences connected with cohesive devices. In the aspect of use of
vocabulary and Thai expressions, it was found out that the popular and quality newspapers used loan

words more than Thai vocabulary although some foreign vocabulary or loan words were officially

determined in Thai language. Nevertheless, according to the study results, Thai expressions were not

popularly used in newspaper headlines

For the investigation of factors relating to the language use of newspaper headlines, it was
revealed that limitation of spaces, language accuracy, factual accounts, the policy of each newspaper,
law, time limited and news circumstances including target group of readers were the factors influencing
writing of news headlines. Ambng all of these, the limitation of spaces is the most influential factor,
coming as the second place included language accuracy, factual accounts and law respectively. The rest

of them were the factors dealing with differences in the length of news headlines.
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